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time in history. We will also continue to deepen
our partnership with Russia and Ukraine, who
play essential roles in the new Europe.

At the NATO Summit in Washington in April
1999, the Allies laid out a roadmap to member-
ship. We are helping aspiring allies intensify
their participation in the Partnership for Peace,
encouraging them to follow Membership Action
Plans to achieve greater interoperability with
NATO, and engaging with them in a full set
of consultations and cooperative measures. In
these ways, aspiring countries are demonstrating
their commitment to closer ties with NATO and
preparing for possible membership in the Alli-

ance. They are also embracing economic and
political reforms as well as defense policies that
strengthen their democracies and contribute to
peace and security in Europe. We urge them
to continue pursuing their Membership Action
Plans, the surest path to joining NATO, with
even greater dedication in the months ahead.

On this occasion, we thank our Allies, new
and old, for working with us to make sure
NATO does in the next half century what it
has done in the last: unite our strength to deter
war and defend our common interests. NATO’s
door is open to those who will help us do that
in the future.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran
March 13, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the national emergency declared
with respect to Iran on March 15, 1995, pursu-
ant to the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) is to con-
tinue in effect beyond March 15, 2000, to the
Federal Register for publication. This emergency
is separate from that declared on November 14,
1979, in connection with the Iranian hostage
crisis and therefore requires separate renewal
of emergency authorities. The last notice of con-

tinuation was published in the Federal Register
on March 12, 1999.

The factors that led me to declare a national
emergency with respect to Iran on March 15,
1995, have not been resolved. The actions and
policies of the Government of Iran, including
support for international terrorism, its efforts to
undermine the Middle East peace process, and
its acquisition of weapons of mass destruction
and the means to deliver them, continue to
threaten the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in Chicago, Illinois
March 13, 2000

Thank you very much. And thank you all for
being here. I’m sure the fire marshal is nervous.

[Laughter] You’re all packed in here, and I’m
very glad to see you.
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